Changes to Southern SARE Research and Education Grants Program

Southern SARE’s Research and Education Grants Program introduces changes in 2009 to help applicants focus on whole systems research. Starting with the 2010 Call For Pre-Proposals to be released in March, 2009, applicants must propose research that fits one of three grant categories:

· Production research—Focused on actual production methods, this kind of research has made up the bulk of SARE’s project portfolio in the past and has developed techniques that have become common tools for farmers.
· Postharvest/food systems research—These projects examine what happens past the farm gate such as in the markets, distribution systems and policy making. This category can serve as a funding path for social science researchers to also make a difference in our farm and food systems. 
· A combination of production and postharvest/food systems research—The ultimate in systems research would connect what goes on in the ground with everything that happens after a crop is harvested, including adding value, marketing, infrastructure for processing and transportation, as well as policy making.
Research and Education grants award up to $300,000 for up to 3 years of project activities. 
For researchers who are not yet ready to submit a full systems proposal, Southern SARE will offer two entry-level funding opportunities with the release of calls for proposals later in the year for

· Research and Education Planning Grants to bring together interdisciplinary, multi-institutional teams to define a project scope, establish goals and objectives, perform literature reviews across disciplines and do other tasks necessary for developing a systems research preproposal. These grants will award up to $20,000 for one year’s planning activities. Pre-proposals will be not required.
· Research and Education Preliminary Grants to conduct necessary research that would feed into the interdisciplinary team’s objectives. It is likely that such a missing link would be discovered during the literature review of a Research and Education Planning Project. These grants will award up to $50,000 for up to 2 years of project activities. Pre-proposals will be not required.

This announcement serves to alert potential applicants of the upcoming changes and additional grant opportunities. Specific details of each grant will be in the respective calls for proposals. To find out how these changes fit into Southern SARE’s overall funding strategy for the future see the document Advancing Sustainable Agriculture at www.southernsare.org.

